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The Optimist dinghy is one of the most popular type  

of sailboat for racing sailors under 15 years of age.   

The Optimist has been designed and proven to be

safe, durable and competitive. Each boat carries three 

boat. The Optimist uses the patented Plexus™  

bonding agent to bond the hull and deck which 

insures a watertight seal and the strength needed  

in this critical area. With over 150,000 Optimist 

Dinghies racing in 85 countries, the Optimist is 

one of the largest classes in the world. In fact, the 

Optimist boasts the largest single one design regatta

ever with over 400 boats on the starting line. Young 

sailors can compete at the club, regional, national  

and world levels as their skills develop. The skills

that the Optimist fosters can be directly translated  

into other classes, so the top sailors graduating from  

at the top of the Laser Radial and 420 classes.

features

Boats bonded in the mold:  LaserPerformance bonds 

the entire Optimist (hull, bulkhead, rails and thwart) 

together while they are in the mold. This ensures that 

Harken ™  hardware

Plexus ™  Inside:  Plexus ™  is a bonding material that is 

being used exclusively by LaserPerformance to bond the 

other structural parts on the Optimist.  This bonding 

than traditional bonding materials.

The Optimist is one of the world’s 
most popular racing sailboat for 
youngsters.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

specs

loa  ft/m 7.7 2.3

beam ft/m 3.7 1.1

draft ft/m 3.2 0.9

sail  area 55.0 5.1

hull  weight lb/kg 77.0 34.9

capacity

transport

optimist
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